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aN ay 
RKO 
MSY ots eu 


“A 


Sh 
Vi Va ty W 


BUT SINCE 
| WE'VE HURRIED 
THROUGH 
THE COLD, IT 
LOOKS LIKE 
WE'LL MAKE 
IT ON TIME. 


Ka } 


‘TIS WELL 
ENOUGH SO 


LONG AS 
‘TIS LIVELY. 
band 


NORTH- 
LANDS 
STAN- 

DARDS. 


GOING ALL 
THE WAY 
TO LESKO 
PUTS US 
COMPLETELY 
OUTSIDE 
THE PLOANIA 
REGION. 


I ONLY 


EVEN IN THIS ‘ ¢ : ASKED THE 


BATCH I TRADED 
FOR, THERE ARE 
A NUMBER OF 
COINS I DON'T 
RECOGNIZE. 


I'M NOT 


MONEY 
CHANGER TO 
GIVE ME THE 

PRINCIPAL 
COINS IN 
CIRCULATION 
BUT ALREADY 
GOT FOURTEEN 

KINDS. f, 


THIS IS 
BECAUSE 
POLITICAL 


ALA POWER IN THE 
EVEN SURE IF / 4) NORTHLANDS 
I EXCHANGED 4 w,) YOU CAN'T |S CHOPPED UP 

THEM AT 


GET BY WITH AND DIVIDED 
THE ACTUAL pe JUST ONE ALL OVER 
MARKET VALUE .. Oe CURRENCY. THE PLACE. 


---CERTAINLY 
SIMPLER ‘TIS ys i 
BETTER. /\ CURRENCIES 
i, MEANS MORE ff 


A), MW ueavacues. /f 
Qa} i 
IF IT'S 60 y 
UNCERTAIN AND f | 
| ‘ 


SOMEWHERE 
ELSE, YES? 


THANK YOU. 
WE'LL DEPART 
TOMORROW 1 
MORNING. 


THE MYURI 
MERCENARIES 
2 


WILL WE 
TRULY SEE 


IT SOUNDS 
LIKE MR. PHILON 
WAS RIGHT... 
IT SEEMS LIKE 
THEY'LL DEPLOY 
) ON THE FRINGES 
tHey'Re NS OF YOITSU. 
QUITE SMALL 


BAND, BUT IT 
SEEMS THE 
CAPTAIN IS 

PARTICULARLY 
SKILLED AND 

DARING. 


THOUGH 
MYURI HAD APPARENTLY, 
THE PLAINER T'M BETTER 


LOOKING. 


WERE I 
TO, I WOULD 


+e THAT 


IAM 
ANYTHING 
BUT 
FETCHING! 


\ APPEARANCE 


ALONE? 


IT Was 
THE SIXTH 
DAY AFTER 
”| LEAVING LENOS, |’ 
HIS FIRST 
oe’ | TRIP ALONE }—_ ——~ 

WITH HOLO oa 
= i — | INAWHILE. 


.aBUT IT AREN'T ANY 
SEEMS Mega sO 


HOW ARE 
THEY PAYING 
TO MAINTAIN 
THE STREETS 

WITHOUT 

TARIFFS? 


SEEMS 
'TWOULD RATHER 
ENJOY- 


Al 
wh 
=| 


i 
YT IMAGINED 
Tt 
TENSE AND ON 


WHAT DO. 


I'LL TAKE 
CARE OF 
YOUR CART, 
SIR. 


/' 


LIKE HE'S A 


PART OF THE 
SUPPLY LINIT, 
MEANING 
HIS JOB IS 


I'VE HEARD 
THAT THIS IS 
WHERE THE 
GENTLEMEN 


COMPANY ARE 
STAYING. 


I HEARD 
ABOUT YOU 
FROM THE 
DELINK 
COMPANY 
IN LENOS, 
ACTUALLY. 


Al 


caPTAIN? |}) 


ry 
poet \ 
5) , 7} 
THEN He's ‘ON FP = TM), 
i} THE SECON =z 
a FLOOR. | 2 


YOU ARE 
| THE CAPTAIN 
OF THE MYURI 
MERCENARY 
5S) _ COMPANY, 
\ 1 Presume. 


THE DELINK 

COMPANY IN 

LENOS TOLD 
US ABOUT YoU. 


MY 
MISTAKE. 
I WAS 
CERTAIN 
YOU'D COME 


HOW 
RUDE OF ME! 
CERTAINLY, 


AND? 

T AM INDEED 
LUWARD MYURI 
OF THE MYURI 

MERCENARY 

COMPANY. 


J SEE... 
HOLO IS 
HERE BEFORE 
LUWARD, BUT 

NOTHING. 


fee A, 
4 2 4 is a 
\ eg 


J I CAN'T 
BE ISSUING 
COMMANDS 


SS] HEROIC TALI WHILE 
IN BOOKS ARE DRINKING 
JUST THE THING WINE, NOW 
TO INSPIRE CNTY 


COURAGE AND 
DRIVE FEARS 
AWAY. 


HOW DID 
YOU KNOW 
THIS WAS 
A CLAW? 


Yat = (4 


THE 
SCENT. 


SS 
I 


[; ) 
hi J L 
yt % Ki 
ZW = 
rar AW J " 


\ 4 ARE YOU? 


Vy —— We'RE— 4 
W/, i Y || YEE feces WHO IN 
i) | | | > | THe WorLD 
i i } I ! | NN wil 


Ea Hh 
= | Visas Zy Gz ll 
— WHERE LE, 
f DID YOU ZZ 
L Y GET 
i] THIS? 
| 
Oar 


a a is \ ARE 

~ c/s ji A” ‘qeour ine 

—— SS \ “ORIGINS? 
Rh, 


Ny 


IT SEEMS 
THERE'S 
BEEN A 
MISUNDER- 
STANDING. 


T INHERITED 
THIS FROM 
MY FATHER. 


\Y FATHE! 
INHERITED IT 
FROM HIS. 
FATHER. 


IT's 
ALL RIGHT. 
ANGRY. 


THAT BE 
POSSIBLE!!? 


I HEARD IT : 
EVEN MORE 


4 GRANDFATHER. Fm 


THAT I AM 
TO GIVE THIS 
TO HOLO THE 


MEET HER. 


THE FIRST 
CAPTAIN RECEIVED 
THIS WHEN THE 

R 


COMPANY WAS 
FOUNDED. 


IT SAYS... 
“IT'S BEEN 
AWHILE.” 


FINALLY 
FULFILLED 
OuR 
PROMISE 
TO YOU. 


SPENDING 
ALL OUR TIME 
| E/GHTING, THERE 
| ARE MOMENTS 


MANY TIMES, 
AS WE WANDERED 
ALONG THE LINE 
DIVIDING LIFE AND 
DEATH, GOD OR 
THE GRIM REAPER 
OR SOMETHING 
SHOWED US 


WE REALIZED 
THAT EVEN 
| FOR A BAND OF | 
MERCENARIES, 
WE HAD A 
| GREAT MANY ~~ 
OF THESE 


STORIES. 


oe as 


gucci neice 


BUT I DON'T 
THINK IT WAS 
| GOD REACHING 
OUT TO us— 
T THINK IT WAS 
SOMETHING 
DIEFERENT. 


Th 


Tt 


IT's 
ALL RIGHT, |) 


| THERE'S NO 


NEED TO BE 
NERVOUS. 


LAWRENCE. 
KRAFT 
LAWRENCE. 


A MERCHANT 
FROM ROWEN.. 


THE ROWEN 
TRADE GUILD, 


POSSIBLE 
YOU'RE IN 
VIOLATION 
OF ORDERS 
BY BEING IN 


cael 
THIS CITY? 


COMPANY. 


LET'S 
HAVE A 
TOAST. 


=I 


\\\ TL To 
\ CHANCE 4 
—| AND il 
\ CHECKERED | 
Tes FATES. 
( | 


THE TASTE 
AND AROMA OF 
THIS WINE IS 
EXQUISITE! 


% 


Gi Nf 
24 


T STILL 


———! CAN'T 
BEBE 
a WISH MY 
IT WOULD FATHER AND 
BE MORE GRANDFATHER 
BELIEVABLE COULD HAVE 
IF YOU TWO MET HER. 
WERE 


SWINDLERS 


BUT I SAW 
HER EARS AND 
TAIL WITH MY 

OWN EYES. 


"LEGENDS" 
ABOUT HOLO, 
YOU MEAN? 


RIGHT TO 
JUST CALL 
HER BY NAME 
LIKE THAT? 


CALLED A 


ND 
WORSHIPPED AS 
SUCH DOESN'T 
REALLY AGREE 
WITH HER. 


EXACTLY LIKE 
THE LEGENDS 
PASSED DOWN 
FROM CAPTAIN 
TO CAPTAIN. 


I STILL 
HATE BEING 
CALLED 
CAPTAIN. 


MY 
FATHER AND 
GRANDFATHER 


IF 2 
ANYTHING, IT 
MADE THEM iy 
My) 


FIRMLY 
DENIED IT. 


ONE DAY, 
OUR FOUNDING 
ANCESTORS 
MET A WOLF. 


YEAH, SOME 
OF THE MEN 
BELIEVE OUR 
ANCESTORS 


WERE 
WOLVES. 


BUT 


THE WOLF 
BECAUSE ( y ENDED UP 
OF THAT, OUR ig HELPING US 


PELTS ALWAYS ie Ay OuT MUCH 
HAVE TO BE 4) ASS : 
FOX OR MINK 
OR DEER, EVEN 
~_ \ THOUGH IT GETS 
~. EXPENSIVE. 


DEMANDED 
WE PAY OUR 
RESPECTS. 


“SHOULD THERE'VE 


WE EVER BEEN MANY 
ENCOUNTER TALES PASSED 
HER, WE MUST DOWN TO 
CONVEY THE ME, FROM 
MESSAGE GENERATION TO 
ENGRAVED GENERATION. 


ON THE 
CLAW.” 


PROMINENT 
EVEN AMONG 
THEM IS THAT 
OF HOLO THE 
WISEWOLF. 


"DELIVERING" | 
R 


HE! 
THERE? 


You 
NEVER KNOW 
WHAT'S GOING 


HER THERE. 


THIS IS 
WHAT MAKES: 
THE WORLD 
INTERESTING. 


SHE'D BEEN IN 

A VILLAGE FAR 

FROM HERE FOR 
CENTURIES. 


«THAT'S 
ALSO WHY 
THERE'S 
ALWAYS 
SOMETHING 


WHY DID YOu 
REALLY COME 
TO SEE ME? 


—TO SEE 
IF HOLO'S 
HOMELAND 
OF YOITSU 
IS SAFE. 


OF COURSE, 
FIRST WAS TO 
PAY A VISIT 
TO HOLO'S 
OLD FRIEND 
MYURI. 


I'M 
WORRIED 
UT 


YOITSU. 


IT Is 
SAID EVEN 
MURMURS 


AT A GREAT 
DISTANCE DO 


BARRING N 
| THE worst or |KY _, 
bi], clRcUMS TANCES, 

T THINK THAT'S 


LARGELY 
CORRECT. 


THAT'S RIGHT. 
WE OBTAINED 
A MAP, BUT... 
WE DECIDED THAT 
BEFORE GOING 
THERE, WE SHOULD 


os THAT 
MEANS YOU 
HAVEN'T BEEN 
TO YOITSU 


ONLY BEAR 
THE NAME 
MYURI. 


LUWARD 
PROMISED TO 
TREAT HOLO 
AND ME, HER 
- . oN 
= 2 WITH GRACIOUS 
HE GAVE US : 

Ye CA HOSPITALITY. 
NORMALLY 
MEANT 
FOR THE 
STRATEGIST. 


IS 7a HE THEN 
= URGED US TO 
STAY AS LONG 
[ AS WE LIKED, 

UNTIL THE 
WEARINESS 
— FROM OUR 
|) | |) LONG JourRNEY 
| PASSED, 


Le ei 


Wor: 
_ 


will 


= THEY BOIL 
THE ALCOHOL \J 
IN THAT BiG YY 
CAULDRON, THEN ) WA mF 
WHEN THE STEAM 
RUNS THROUGH i FINISHED 
THE PIPE, = PRODUCT 
CONCENTRATED 4g INsIDe, 
Lia / r s 
Nese haa) (sil 
A =i 


ALL THIS 
METALWORKING 
IS NO SURPRISE 
GIVEN WE'RE IN 
DEBAU COMPANY'S | 
BACKYARD. 


THIS MIGHT 
BEA MIGRANT 


TOWN. IT'S 
VERY LIVELY. 


Pin hho dosed Lend, 
Re THIS TOWN DOES NoT REGULATE 

i i CRAFTSMEN IN ANY WAY WHATSOEVER. 

Vite a AA AR 


LESKO WELCOMES ALL 
CRAFTSMEN OF EXCELLENCE. 
EU Quen ann Wie! 


THOSE OF SEILL StouLD 
OPEN A WORKSHOP AND EMPLOY 
WHOEVER THEY WISH. : 


Wares oul, |i 


FREEDOM To ALL PEOPLE. 


I DIDN'T 
BELIEVE IT 

AT FIRST 
EITHER, BUT 
IT'S TRUE, 


NORAH, THE 
SHEPHERDESS 
FROM RUVINHEIGEN, 4 


WOULD COME 
TRUE HERE. 


er 2 WE JUST 
y 


ARRIVED 
YESTERDAY. 


REGULATIONS 
OR TAXES IS 
THE SAME AS 
PARADISE 


WAS DOING THE 


SAME I 
SINGING THE 
SAME SONGS, 
LIVING IN THE 
SAME TOWN. 


THOUGH SHE 
ID FOUND 
ONE SLENDER 


wate. = y ial () Np {\ 
lz ior +I q) ys 
i A 


mr a ms 


m 
Me > q 7 & 
7 Ia (Te) Nin 


NL LAU, 
For SALE 


1200 TRENNI 
SILVER PIECES. 


Ong Oe 
© VRANS 6. 


i 
f uw Wu ant (A 
NEGOTIATIONS 


OMPANY N 


Mh ma i y Ga = = — 


4) 
(—_= 


REALLY ARE 
AS HAPPY AS 


A FOOLISH 
HOUND. 


I WANT TO 
SKETCH A 
STORE FOR 
THE FIRST 
TIME INA 
LONG 


AS YOU DON" 
REGRET HOLDING 
OFF LATER. DON'T 
LET THIS BECOME 


THE STORY OF "I 
DON'T NEED ANY | 
SOUR GRAPES.” 


BUT BUYING 

SOMETHING 

CHEAP CAN 
MEAN WASTING 


YOU KNOW 
BETTER THAN 
ANYONE HOW I 

GET WORKED UP | 
ABOUT THESE 
THINGS. 


r THIS IS 
THE SUNNIEST 
PLACE...AYE, 

\ A SUITABLE 

PLACE FOR ME 


TO SLEEP. 


4/ ACTUALLY, \} 


THIS IS 


| WHERE THE 


HOW 


NEEDLESS CONVINCING 
70 SAY, SHE WOULD IT BE IF 

SIMPLY BID I TOLD HERI ii 
WHAT WAS WASN'T GOING 

LIKELY AN || ANYWHERE? 

ETERNAL | | eal 
FAREWELL... 


WHO'S LIVED 
FOR CENTURIES, 
THE TIME SHE 
SPENDS WITH ME 
1S SO SHORT /T 
SEEMS AS IF IT 
MIGHT PASS IF 
SHE DOZES OFF. 


z= 


ABN Wl 


Tse 4; 7 , 
‘ a 
: \ \ Vi a 


WHAT CAN 
100 70 PUT . 
A SMILE ON 


EVEN IE IT's 
EXASPERATED 4 
OR PAINED... 


: 
ay we 


«I WANT HER 


7O SMILE IN 
WONDER OF 
WHAT A NEW 
DAY WILL 
RING. 


\ eta 
\ aoe" 


\¢ 


EXPERIENCE 
HAVING 
BEEN IN THIS 


MERCENARY 
COMPANY 
+.I DO NOT 
Believe tHE} \|) STRATEGIST 
REGULATIONS ?| 
issue Wourd Wb MAX MO/ZI 
Pose ANY PRoBLem [IF 
WHATSOEVER FOR 
AN OUTSIDER WHO 
WANTED TO SET 
UP SHOP HERE. 


AND 
MASTER 
LAWRENCE, YOU 
NOTICED THE 
MAKEUP OF 
THIS PLACE, 


A TOWN OF 
IMMIGRANTS, 


ARTISANS’ 
DISTRICT 
RESEMBLED THE 
TOWNS IN THE 
SOUTH, AND THE 
BOY MINDING THE 
INN'S STABLE WAS 
NOT BORN 
AROUND HERE, 
WAS HE? 


Bu 
HAVE THEY as NoT 
SPREAD WORD 
READ WORD BEEN THs 
NO DOUBT THEY 
DO NOT WISH 
TO ANTAGONIZE 
THEIR 
NEIGHBORS. 


AFTER ALL, 
IT IS A WAYS 
AWAY FROM 
THE DEBAU 
COMPANY'S 
WELLSPRING 
THAT IS THEIR 


BEYOND 
PLOANIA 
ws THERE IS AND EVEN 
A POPULOUS FARTHER 
REGION IN THE SOUTH 
SOUTHERN THAN 
IMPERIAL THAT... 
OUTSKIRTS. 


MANY 
OF THOSE 
PEOPLE COME 
HERE VIA THE SEA }. 

ROUTE AND ALONG 
THE WESTERN 
COASTLINE. 


YOU SEEM 


TO HAVE COME 
IT SEEMS THROUGH LENOS. 
THIS TOWN I GATHER 
WAS ORIGINALLY YOU WEREN'T 
BUILT BY THE ABLE TO LEARN 


DEBAU COMPANY 
SOLELY FOR ITS 
OWN PEOPLE. 


..THE DeBAu \A Sy BUT EVEN 
COMPANY |S DOING > es THOUGH THE 
EVERYTHING IT CAN Ny, CNN TOWN FLAUNTS 

CoN, 


TO KEEP LE: 7 @ c ITS ACTIVITY 
UNDER WRAPS. p. G <é) hie 
soinoceet fuer LTE A 


Tumse 


THEY HAVE THE 
COME THIS FAR COMPANY DID 
BY EVADING NOT ACHIEVE 
EXPLOITATION ITS CURRENT 
FROM THOSE IN STATUS AND 
POWER, ALLYING PROFITABILITY 
WITH ONE TO WITHOUT 
FOIL ANOTHER —_ HARDSHIP, 
AND SO ON. AFTER ALL. 


ss BECAUSE IT 
WAS LARGELY 4 CoMbouy 
MADE UP OF THAT GREW 
REFUGEES AND TuROUGH 
OTHERS WHO SUCH 
HAD NOTHING — ERALIGHT 
LEFT TO LOSE —“CIRCUM- 
AND NOWHERE — STANCES... 
ELSE TO GO. 


THE DEBAL 
COMPANY 
BELIEVED THAT 
EVERYTHING Z 
WOULD WORK OLIT, 
HAVING GATHERED 
PEOPLE UNDER 
THE NAME OF 


WE SAW 
THE ARTISANS’ 
DISTRICT 


YESTERDAY. 
IT TRULY 
WAS LIVELY. 


THESE DAYS, \eet 

ONE CANNOT LIVE | 

BY THE SWORD i 
ALONE—NOT 
JUST IN THE 


) 


SO MANY 
UNBELIEVABLY 
SKILLED 


S INDIVIDUALS. 


WERE PEOPLE 
WHO TRAVELED 
THE WORLD, BUT 
MERCENARIES SAW 
ROUGHLY AS MLICH 
WHILE RUNNING 


| : ABOLIT IN THE 
NO DOUBT THEY'VE 
SEEN MANY SIGHTS, , MIDST OF WAR. 
SUCH AS WHAT 
TOWNS WERE LIKE 
BEFORE THEY 
WERE BURNED TO 
THE GROUND AND 
THEN AFTER THEY 
WERE REBUILT. 


AND MR. MO/Z/, 
A STRATEGIST 
WHO RELIED ON 
HIS FORESIGHT, 
= n rit COMMENTED THAT 
THIS TOWN, (4 ul 1 LESKO WOULD 
WHICH WOULD a ‘i | DEVELOP IN WAYS 
DEVELOP IN fig UNIMAGINABLE, 


«I BELIEVE 
YOU WERE 
ABSOLUTELY 
CORRECT 
TO DECIDE TO 
OPEN A STORE 
HERE, MASTER 
LAWRENCE. 


AS A MATTER 
OF FACT, I 
THINK IT HIGHLY 
UNLIKELY THAT 
THE DEBAU 
COMPANY 
WILL ENGAGE 
IN WAR. 


ME TO TELL 
YOU ANYTHING 
YOU WISH 
TO KNOW. 


\ THE DEBAU 


AN OATH WAS A 
SORT OF CONTRACT 
THAT MERCENARY 
GROUPS USED TO 
PLEDGE THEIR LIVES 
TO THEIR EMPLOYER 
DURING BATTLE 
IN EXCHANGE 
FOR PAYMENT. 


| ACCEPTING 
OATHS. 


WE'RE CURRENTLY 
USING THIS INN AS 
OUR HEADQUARTERS, 
BUT THE DEBAU 
COMPANY IS PAYING 
FOR THE FOOD AND 
LODGING UNTIL THE 
FIGHTING STARTS. 


IT'S BEEN 
WE'VE ROUGHLY TWO 


WEEKS NOW. 
ented THE GROUP THAT 


HAS STAYED THE 
ene, LONGEST HAS 
BEEN HERE FOR 
LUMIONE TWO MONTHS. 
GOLD PIECES 
A DAY TO 


KEEP Us. 


I'VE HEARD 
\\S THAT THE 
ISN'T > NOBLES’ WEB OF 
THE DeBAU \’ \ | INFLUENCE IN THIS 
COMPANY ill AREA IS QUITE 
ONLY TAKING - \ FANTASTICALLY 


THEIR TIME S a1 > COMPLICATED. 
TO SEE HOW > 


THAT IS ONE 
PERSPECTIVE. 


BUT 
THE DEBAU 
COMPANY IS 
SUPPOSED TO |= 
=\ BE INCREDIBLY 
~ CLEVER. 


I BELIEVE 
+ SUCH AS IT WOULD BE 
GATHERING ODD IF THEY 
WERE TO 
BEFORE COMMIT A 
THERE IS ANY BLUNDER... 
HOPE FOR 
PROCURE- 


d 

YOU MUST IMPRESSION. 
OF INVES- YOU MAY 
TIGATING. BE QUITE KEEN 


‘ON THESE DISAGREE. 
PLOYS, AREN'T 
YOU, MASTER 

LAWRENCE? 


j 

fms IF l \ 
1 eT, FR 

IPO eI 


zZ be 
i CVE We ye 
i f ASS Se ith 
THERE'S JU 
A MOUNTAIN 


OF BERRIES i Arig) 
AND NUTS “ 
| PACKED IN OUR 


gat d 
e ea 
LUGGAGE. 7] Hit |\\ 
Sa 
Sis: 
\ 
i) ¥ 
y y 
4 


WELL, 


I SHALL Vf 
LISTEN To j 
WHAT YOU i 
SAY FOR oe | oe 
ONCE. L= / Rg | Og : 
=f S 
a 
7k == 
= % ) 
i \N 


— 
| / MIND HOW 
Y oor 


7 YOU NEVER 
i f KNOW WHEN 
TO STOP. 
— \ 
\ Wa 
2 = 
d aN 
\ = \\ 
= Ty NE ge 
\ ‘ aM 
XN TN al 4 @ 
\\\ AN * es oy 
PACS % A 
y ay 
Wi 11) J 
f ~ AN \ a“ ( i ! 
\" \ ew | “al 
\ <A TAN \Y, 
| N ¥ 
; = ai, i, Y y 
ar “ YOU SEEM TO Zi 
} HAVE ENDURE! 
\ -7_A ENOUGH FAY 0 
APTER ALL. 
\\ 90 
] ly WA 


\ 


you Truly | 
UNDERSTAND | 
NOTHING. || 


sO, 
WHAT DID YOu 
SNEAK OFF 
FOR WHILST 
I SLEPT? 


SHEPHERD 
GIRL, 
PERHAPS? 


I WAS GOING Yp 
RITE 
AFTER ASKING 
PERMISSION. 
N 


THINGS COUNTING 


S THE 
HAVEN'T 
BEEN caLM MONEY. | 
ENOUGH 
IN TOWN 
UNTIL 
NOW. 


I 


PRESENT 
BUDGET. 


(\ ene 


WE HAD 1,700 
TRENN/ SILVER 
PIECES IN 
ADDITION TO 
CONNECTIONS 


WITH 
MY CONTACTS 
AND SAVINGS, I 
COULD PURCHASE 


AND STILL HAVE 


| ENOUGH SURPLUS 


TO RUN MY 
BUSINESS. 


IT'S HARD TO 
CALM DOWN AND 


ae 


THIS PAST 
I'D ENJOYED 
QUITE THE 


ay. 


OF THE PLACES 
WE'VE BEEN, 
WHERE WOULD 
BE GOOD? 


s AFTER 

You Mave suppose 
SUCH A FACE T wouLD 
IN FRONT OF suggest 
THAT STORE 

FOR SALE 

IN TOWN? 


WELL, IF THE 
WHATEVER 
COMPANY 
HERE DOES 
SOMETHING TO 
DISPLEASE 
ME... 


veT SHALL 
RETIRE FROM 

THE FRAY 
LIKE A TIMID 

MAIDEN. 


THE DEBAL 
COMPANY 1S 
THE DE FACTO 
RULER HERE. 
IT’S NATURAL TO 
INVESTIGATE THE 
OVERLORD WHERE 
ONE PLANS TO 
SET UP SHOP. 


I THINK 
AN? THIS IS A 
WANTED TO SPLENDID 
HEAR ABOUT town) FoR 
OTHER, TRADING, 
ASPECTS, But WE'VE 
prea ALREDY 
‘ATMOSPHERE 
oR SOMETHING. OORED INTO 
T DON'T 


A PLAGUE 
BROKE OUT 
ON THE WAY 

AND KILLED MY 
FRIENDS...... 


HERE FROM 
THE SOUTH 
ON A BOAT 
RIDE THAT 
TOOK MANY 


IN ACTUALITY, 
MY PRELIMINARY 
INQUIRIES WHEN 

I THOUGHT OF 
GETTING A STORE 

AND INVESTIGATING 
WHAT THE DEBALI 
COMPANY WAS 
UP TO LARGELY 

AMOUNTED TO 
THE SAME THING. 


THE TOWN WAS 
FULL OF LIFE, A 
PERFECT PLACE 
FOR THE DEBALI 
COMPANY TO 00 
BUSINESS. 


THERE WERE 
EVEN THOSE 
WHO SAID THAT 

DEBAL 


THE DEBA: 
COMPANY, ON 
THE CONTRARY, 
WAS ACTUALLY 


4 jh 


CALMING 
DISPUTES IN 
THE AREA. 


yy tS 


4 THERE WAS 


—% NO WAY THEY 
WOULD START A 
WAR—/T WAS 


) 700 EXPENSIVE, 


BRING RUIN TO 
THE TOWN. 


2) = ss COMPANY WAS 
in oly AN ALLY OF 
THE PEOPLE. 


BAD FIRST 
IMPRESSION... 


4 BLITHELY 
ACCEPT IT, 
}, THOUGH. 


TIS 
INDEED AN 
ENJOYABLE 


AND THE 
INSTANT YOU 
THOUGHT 
+O OF GETTING 
CEASED TO A STORE 
SEE ALL THE HERE... 
ENJOYABLE 


YES, AND 
‘TIS ALSO 
LIVELY. 


THOUGHT OF [i 
SOMETHING? 


IT'S ALL 
DIFFERENT 
FROM WHAT 
WE'VE HEARD 


QUESTIONING 
THE PRICES 
I HEARD IN 


THE MONEY 

CHANGERS? 
"TIS QUITE 
LIKE YOU. 


YES, 
FOURTEEN 


DIFFERENT 


YOU WANT 


WHEN YOu 
EXCHANGED 


YOU DIDN'T 


TO CHECK § QUEUE UP AT 


THE PURITY 


OF THE 
COINS YOU 
TRADED, 


DIDN'T MEAN 
ANYTHING 
BAD ey ny trl 

THAT" 


CUSTOMERS 
ARE LOCALS, 
AREN'T 


THE 
PLACES WITH 


LINES ARE ALL 
MEANT FOR 
TRAVELERS. 


YOU DON'T 
KNOW THE 
GOING RATE 
FOR THE 
LUMIONE 
GOLD pieces 


rp say... 
ABOUT FOURTY 
TRENNI SILVER 


IT'S TWENTY- 
SEVEN PIECES. 
BUT YOU CAN'T 
EXCHANGE 
HERE. 


LINE UP 
TWENTY- 
SEVEN TRENNI 
SILVER PIECES, 
AND THEY'LL 
COUGH UP 
ONE LUMIONE 
GOLD PIECE. 


THAT'S WHY 

GOLD COINS 

ARE CHEAP 
HERE. 


YOU SHOULD 
GO TO THE 
EXCHANGE RUN 
BY THE DEBAU 
COMPANY. 


WHERE 

DO YOU THINK 

WE ARE? THIS 

IS THE DEBAU 
COMPANY'S BACK- 
YARD, THE FOLKS 

RUNNING THE 
BIGGEST MINING 

BELT UNDER 

THE SUN. 


THEY DON'T GET 
GOLD, BUT THEY 
PULL OUT A LOT OF 
SILVER, BRONZE, AND 
TIN. FOLKS FROM 
THE SOUTH PAY 
IN SHINY LUMIONE 
GOLD PIECES. 


A WELL, 
</ COME FROM 5 THE FOLKS 
fa 
THE DOLAN cas THAT COME 
THIS ? 


{ 
PLAINS TO OVER. 
IS A MINING 


you 
NOT WISH TO 
PICK ANOTHER 
FIGHT WITH 
ME, DO YOU? 


THEN 
SURELY THERE 
IS SOMETHING 

YOU SHOULD 


BUT I DON'T g 
THINK ARGUING 
WITH YOU HAS 


BEEN THAT 
BAD LATELY. 


“| NOW YOU'RE 
GETTING IT. 


+. THERE'S NO 
GUARANTEE COINS 
WILL HOLD THE |}- 


SOMEONE WILL 
ACCEPT THEM. 


WORLD IS A 
MERCHANT, 
YOU KNOW! 


MY, I HAVE 
UPSET YoU. 
AND? I WANT 


AND THE 
MIGHTIEST 
COIN OF ALL, 


THE LUMIONE 
GOLD PIECE, IS 
BEING TRADED 
HERE AT 
UNHEARD-OF 
LOW PRICES. 


me 


IT'S BETTER EVEN IF THE 
TO KEEP YOUR MERCHANTS 
MOUTH SHUT IN TOWN 


AND WORK REALIZE IT, 
OUT HOW TO THERE'S NO 
PROFIT FROM GAIN IN 


IT YOURSELF. 


LUMIONE 
GOLD PIECES 
THEMSELVES. 


HERE, 
60 TWENTY- 
EXCHANGE SEVEN 
SILVER FOR SILVER 
GOLD AND GO —~PIECES Is 
DOWN THE ONE GOLD, 
RIVER PAST Yes? 
LENOS TO 
KERUBE. 


IN ONE TRIP, 
YOUR FUNDS 
INCREASE BY 
30 PERCENT. 
ay CONTINUE THAT 
A WHILE, AND 
= YOU'LL BE A 
BILLIONARE IN 


THERE, SELL 
THE GOLD 
THEN YOU PIECE FOR 
RETURN HERE THIRTY-FIVE 
AND EXCHANGE SILVER 
FOR MORE PIECES. 
GOLD WITH THE 
EXTRA SILVER. 


EVERYONE BE 
DOING IT? 


RISE, AND THE 
PRICE OF SILVER 


WOULD FALL, 
a IT NOT? 


SHOULD NOT 
THE PRICES 


HERE FALL 
IN LINE WITH 
THOSE IN 
OTHER TOWNS 


EXACTLY! 
THAT'S 
WHY I WAS 
NERVOUS! 


THEN WILL 
YOU HOP ON 
THIS WHILE 
IT LASTS? 


ty, 


CATA 
CCLATTER) 


SOUTH WITH 
A BAGFUL 
OF GOLD 

RIGHT NOW. 


IF THIS 
STORY IS 


DOESN'T THE 
WHATEVER 
COMPANY 


y v WHATEVER 
+s THEN 
IT SEEMS. Bh, COMPANY 


THAT RULES 
REWARONG THIS TOWN 
THOSE THE MONEY ALSO HAS A 
WHO HAVE CHANGER FROM GRASP ON 
BEFORE EVEN SAID = THE FLOW 
THAT WE COULD OF MONEY, 
ONLY EXCHANGE 
GOLD AT THEIR 
FACILITIES. 


BROUGHT 


TNT 


= I SEE... 
i FOR TWENTY- 
i SEVEN SILVER 
DISCERNING, {s pieces, THAT'S 
WISEWOLF. / AN EIGHT- 
SILVER PIECE 
REWARD. 


IT WOULD 
BE ODD IF 
THEY WEREN'T 
PLANNING 
SOMETHING 
IN THIS ODD 
SITUATION. 


4] BUT MR, MO/Z/, 
THE STRATEGIST 
y OF THE MYURI 
MERCENARY 
COMPANY, 
DENIED THE 
POSSIBILITY 


WE JUST 
WITNESSED 
A MARKET 
PARALYZED 
BY A LACK 
OF COINS IN 


78a 
ne ; 
el 


DION'T BRING 
SILVER COIN— 
RATHER, THEY 
TAKE IT AWAY 
WHEN THEY 


THEY MUST 
HAVE SOME 
SORT OF 

ARE THEY GOAL. 
COLLECTING 

SILVER TO 
THE POINT OF 

GIVING OUT 
REWARDS...? 


ONCE THE 

FIGHTING 

STARTED, 
THEY WOULD 
NO LONGER 


THE COINAGE 
OF THEIR 
ENEMIES, 


comace "| | THESECOND 
GREASES THE igi WOLLD 
COGS OF ANY BETO 
ECONOMY. STIMULATE 
THE TOWN'S 
ECONOMY. 


I'VE SEEN, THE 
PEOPLE AND 
THINGS THAT 

GATHER IN 
THE MARKETS 
HERE MOSTLY 


J, COME FROM THE f 
NORTHLANDS, . kK 
n\ £ 
a) IA i 
Tira Ee) 


THE DEBAL 
COMPANY'S 
MINING INCOME 
CHIEFLY 
CONSISTS OF 
PAYMENTS IN 
GOLD COINS. 


MOTION, THEY 
WOULD NEED 
Ny LOTS OF SILVER 
COIN FROM 
THE OUTSIDE. 


«IT SEEMS: 
THAT, LITTLE 
BY LITTLE, 
I'VE GAINED 
A PLACE 
INSIDE You. 


WHAT WAS: 

THE FIRST 
IMPRESSION 
YOU HAD OF 
THE DEBAU 
COMPANY? 


OF THE DEBAU 
COMPANY? 


LIKELY 
THE SAME 
aca || sehcans 
THE DANCER 
NOT A PLACE GIRL ON THE 
TO LIVE. 


MONEY BUT 


We were 
NOT ABLE a AYE. AND We 
TO GATHER DID NOT EVEN 
INFORMATION IN KNOW THAT. SHE 
PRIOR TOWNS, fy, \ BUT THAT'S pp gay 
j Propaly sust 1 Ae 
WHAT A TOWN IS J 
LIKE WHEN IT'S 
ACTUALLY AT 


NEVER HAVE 
IMAGINED WHAT 
THIS TOWN'S 
ATMOSPHERE 
WAS LIKE. 


\\ f° 
Shes 
A 


R, 
WELL, I 
WONDERED 
IF I'D 


+.OR IF MY 
MISCONCEPTIONS 
WERE 
FROM A LACK or —‘SOuED 
IMAGINATION. THING... 


Ip you * 
DIDN'T HEAR 
ANYTHING, 


THE TALK OF 
REWARD FOR WHICH 
TRANSPORTING MEANS IT 

SILVER IS TRULY IS 
INCONSISTENT. STRANGE. 


IT'S NOT 
THE NUMBER 
OF COINS, 
IT'S MORE 
FUNDAMENTAL 
THAN...NO, 


+ MIGHT 
SIT POORLY 
WITH YOU. 


MIGHT NOT BE 
A BAD THING 

FOR YOITSU HAT 
THE DEBAU 


AND THE 
NORTHLANDS. COMPANY IS 


IF 50, THEN 
I MIGHT WIND 
UP OWNING A 
STORE HERE 
ay tate td 


7 tuoucu ‘ 
1 KNOW 


NOT WHAT 

HAS COME =A. 

TO YOUR Wy 
MIND. 


AFTER- 


CONFERENCE ¥ 
WITH MR. 
LUWARD, WHO 5 


HAD JUST iN : 
FINISHED \ a 
DINNER. NV. rN 


THERE, 
AFTER ASKING 
LEADING 
QUESTIONS 
ABOUT HOW THE 
TOWN WAS NOT 


A SILVER COIN 
SHORTAGE— 


— SURE 
ENOUGH, THE 
EXECUTIVES 
OF THE MYUR/ 
MERCENARY 


COMPANY 
OFFERED US A 
“BANQUET.” 


T'VE HEARD 
THEY REQUIRE 
THREE TO 
FOUR TIMES 


ALCOHOL TO 
MAKE JUST 


THIS MUCH. 4 J 


GIVE 
THANKS 
TO THE 


D)\ CRAFTSMAN'S 


SKILL! 


NoBILITY 
WATER DOWN 
HARD LIQUOR 

LIKE THIS 

WHEN THEY 

DRINK IT. 


MR. 
LAWRENCE 
HERE WILL 
SHARE THE 

RESULTS 

OF OUR 

TALK. 


THESE 
TWO ARE 
CANDIDATES TO 
POTENTIALLY 


PLEASE 
LET THEM SIT 


| IN FoR FUTURE 


REFERENCE. 


I'M JUST 
A SIMPLE 


A 
SIZEABLE 
MERCENARY 
COMPANY CAN 
ALWAYS GIVE 
THEIR PERSONAL 
MERCHANT A 
GOOD KICK IN 
THE ASS... 


THAT'S WHY, 
NO MATTER WHAT 
IT TAKES, WE HAVE 
TO ENTERTAIN A 
MIGHTY MERCHANT 
WHO CAME IN 
RECENTLY... 


iN 
REALIZED 
WE WERE 
CARRIERS OF 
THE SILVER 
SO QUICKLY. 


sO 
THERE IS A 
SHORTAGE 
OF SILVER 


IT 
WAS. EVEN 
MORE THAN 
WHAT WE'D 
DISCUSSED 

EARLIER. 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, 
SEVERAL LORDS 
SHOULD HAVE 


OBTAINED THEIR 
OWN SHARE 


OF PROFITS. 


AND I'VE NS 
HEARD THEY 
TREAT THE 
SOUTHERN 
NOBLES WHO 
STRUGGLE 
FROM COIN 

SCARCITY LIKE 

SLAVES. 4 


(teri 


«BUT 
WHEN THEY 
PAID IN FULL 

WITH GOLD COINS, 
I THOUGHT— 
THIS IS THE 
REAL THING. 


I'M QUITE 


JEALOUS. 


I OFTEN 
HEAR THAT THE 
DEBAU COMPANY 
IS MAKING TOO 

MUCH IN GOLD 


FOR ITS OWN 


. SAKE ASA 
? JOKE. 


THE 
OUTCOME 
OF WAR IS 
DECIDED BY 
\\ THE NUMBER | 
‘\ oF Goto cons | 
NOWADAYS. —_/ 


Y 
THE DeBAU \ 


COMPANY 
iii COULD TRULY 


BECOMING 
LORDS FROM 
A TRADING 
COMPANY? 


IF BECOMING 
LORDS IS TOO 
DIFFICULT, THEN 
THEY MIGHT BUILD 
AN ALLIANCE 
OF MERCHANTS 
WITH POWER AND 
INFLUENCE EQUAL 
TO A NATION. 


IF WE CAN 
TAKE PART IN HERE. 
ESTABLISHING 
A NATION, 
IT'S A BIG, 
EVERLASTING 
TRIUMPH. 


WANDERING 
KNIGHTS WOULD 
GAIN THE PATRONAGE 
OF A LANDED 
SOVERIGN, AND WE 
| “GAIN AN EXCLUSIVE 
WELL, EVEN ’ 
IF THAT'S JUST P EMPLOYER: 
THE POINT OF 2B 4 
VIEW FROM THE 
WAR-FILLED PAST, 
IT'S EXTREMELY 
LIKELY THE 
DEBAU COMPANY 
WOULD HIRE US 
TO HANDLE THEIR 
FOREIGN TRADE. 


HOS: 
ACCUSTOMED TO 
WARFARE WOLILD 

BE A PRECIOUS 
COMMODITY TO 
PROTECT THEIR 
NOW-EXPANDED 
MINING TERRITORY 
AND TO SECURE 
TRADE ROUTES. 


aay _ AND YET, YOU 

| DON'T THINK THE 
DEBAU COMPANY 
WILL ACTUALLY 
START A WAR. 


THE 


REASON 
WE'VE BEEN 

ABLE TO 
CARRY ON 
OUR BANNER 

sI6 THROUGH 

BECAUSE ANCIENT 
WE HAVE TIMES... 
NEVER FAILED 


TO SHARPEN 
BUT WE DON'T OUR WIT AND 
KNOW WHAT THE PEER INTO 


THE FUTURE. 


DEBAU COMPANY 
IS THINKING OR 
WHAT IT WANTS 
TO DO. 


BUT WE DON’T 
KNOW HOW 
THEY PLAN TO 
USE US. THE 
DEBAU COMPANY 
HASN'T MADE 
ANY MOVES. 


FORCES HAVE 
BEEN LEFT 
UNDEPLOYED. 


WE ARE AWARE 

OF HOW TOOLS 

LIKE OURSELVES 
ARE USED. 


MERCENARIES 
WHO MISREAD 
THAT HAVE ONLY 
THEMSELVES TO 
BLAME WHEN 
THEY DIE AT THE 
HANDS OF THEIR 
EMPLOYERS. 


THEY'RE 
OFFERING PLENTY 
OF CHANCES FOR 
PROFIT LEFT AND 
RIGHT IN THIS TOWN, 
| SO MORE PEOPLE 
ARE FLOCKING 
HERE WITH THAT 
IN MIND. 


AREN'T THE 
ACTIONS OF 
THE WEALTHY 
WE KNOW. 


IN WAR, 
THE MOST 
FRIGHTENING 
THING IS NOT 
MEETING A 
POWERFUL 
ENEMY. 


PREPARED TO 
ANSWER ANY 

QUESTION YOU 
ASK OF US. 


THERE IS 
ONE THING 
ABOUT THE 

MONEY FLOW E 
HERE T DON'T 


WITHOUT 


THERE 
WAS A VAST 


THE DEBAU AMOUNT THERE'S 


NO TAX, 
COMPANY —OF LAND IN 
SNATCHED THIS AREA BUT WE DO 
IT UP DIRT SOME TEN HAVE ONE 


CHEAP WHILE OR TWENTY THOUGHT. 


NO ONE WAS YEARS 
WATCHING. Mee 


ssTHEY KEPT MADE MONEY 
OWNERSHIP —By BUILDING ON 
OF THE TOWN “THE LAND AND 
CENTER AND SELLING IT. 
COLLECTED a 
INCOME BY 
RENTING THOSE 
PLACES OUT. 


THOUGH THEY 
SOLD BUILDINGS, 
THEY CONTINUED 

TO GET A LOT 

FROM LAND 
LEASING SINCE 
THE PROPERTY 

WAS STILL 

THEIRS. 


AND IT'S 
SO LIVELY. 
YOU COULD 
SAY THAT'S 
DRIVING UP 
BUILDING PRICES 
EVERY DAY. 


BUT THAT STILL 
LEAVES LINSOLVED 
MYSTERIES. WHAT 

DO THEY PLAN ON \ 
DOING ONCE THEY'VE 
HAD MERCENARIES 
AND LORDS BRING 
IN THE SILVER? 


COMPANY 
BUILDING ON 
THE OUTSKIRTS 
OF THE ARTISANS’ 
DISTRICT. T 
HEARD YOU WERE 
STARING AT IT 
QUITE DREAMILY, 
N* LAWRENCE. 


MY 
APOLOGIES. 
I SENTA 
GUARD AFTER 
YOU WITHOUT 
TELLING 


YOU ARE 
OUR HONORED 
GUESTS, 
AFTER ALL. 


I CAN SEE THAT. 
IF THE FUNDS: 

7O MAINTAIN THE 
TOWN ARE WHOLLY 
DEPENDENT ON LAND 
AND BUILDINGS, 
THEN THE TOWN'S 
ENERGY COULD 


PERSIST WITHOUT 
FRESH INVESTMENT. 


w+ THERE'S 
SOMETHING 


60, THE 
BUILDING FOR 
SALE I LOOKED 
AT WILL GO 
SOON, THEN? 


THAT 
BUILDING 
= IS BEING 
MAIN COMPANY \ @) VHANS SOLD BY 
CONCERNS ITSELF COMPANY THE VHANS 
WITH OPERATING IS LIKE A COMPANY. 
THE MINES AND = BRANCH OF 
OTHER IMPORTANT i \\ THE DEBAU 
PROPERTIES, P BRANCHES COMPANY. 
WHILE Less / 
IMPORTANT WORK 
GOES TO VARIOUS 
DIFFERENT 


IN 
OTHER WORDS, 
BUILDINGS 
SOLD BY VHANS 
INSTEAD OF THE 
MAIN DEBAU _/\\ 


—_ 


- ARE LOWER 
QUALITY. 


I HEARD 
THAT A WEALTHY 
LORD WAS 
. ; CORNERING THE 
OR SINCE BUILDING MARKET, 
THIS TOWN'S eet BUT I THINK 
.-DEBAU TRYING TO : a THAT WENT UP 
MIGHT HAVE SELL PEOPLE IN SMOKE. 
A FEW ON THE IDEA OF 
BUILDINGS FREEDOM AND 
SQUIRRELED DREAMS... 
AWAY 
FOR PEOPLE 
SUCH AS 
YOURSELF, MR. 
LAWRENCE. 


Y 

ARE AFTER 

THIS TOWN | 
100? 


s 
Y _1T'S NATURAL 
THEY'D BE MORE 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT HOW TO 
LIVE ELEGANTLY 
LIKE THE 
ARISTOCRACY 
IN THE SOUTH 
THAN MAKING 


AND THEY'RE 
UP AGAINST 
THE DEBAU 
COMPANY. 
THEY'RE UP TO 
SOMETHING... 


WE'VE LARGELY 
COVERED THE STATE 
OF THE TOWN. WAS 
THERE SOMETHING 

ELSE YOU WANTED 
‘ TO ASK? 


INDEED, I 
WONDER IF HE 
WAS HAPPY 
BECOMING A 


COLLECTED 
HISTORY 
WEIGHS ON 
THE LAD'S 
NERVES DAY 
AFTER DAY. 


WELL THEN, 
I SUPPOSE 
THAT SHALL 
BE ALL FOR 
TODAY. 


THE LAD 
LONGED TO BE 
A MERCHANT | 
FOR A WHILE. 


/ THAT, 
AND THE LAD 

COULD NOT 

LOOK YOU IN 
THE EYE. 


THEY ARE 
THE ONES 
TRULY LIVING 
IN THIS DAY 
AND AGE. 


H 
N ad er) } 
OWN 4 
) WA 
ft i 
A A \ 
YJ 
AAH YES, 
NOW THAT YOU 
MENTION IT. i Mik Aa 
| y] }} Ly A \\\ A wees 
p iy 
W | \ ( 


ARE FINALLY 


SUSPICIOUS, 
THOUGH. 


BUT WHEN THEY Sheeran 
GROW BIG ENOLIGH, TYPICALLY CALL 
MORE OUTSIDERS THEMSELVES 
AND TRAVELERS TOWNS, 
COME, BRINGING WALLS ARE 
WITH THEM THE NEED NECESSARY. 
TO MANAGE THE SMALL 
TOWN WITH WALLS. COMMLINITIES LIKE 
VILLAGES KNOW 
THEY ARE ENTIRELY 
UNDER THE RULE 
OF LORDS AND HOW jill 
MUCH TAX THEY 
HAVE TO PAY. 


yy Sere 


su 
+ AND PEOPLE 


ARGUE WITH THE 
BUTCHER NEXT 
DOOR ABOUT 
WHERE TO 
DISPOSE OF 
THE PIGS HE 
SLAUGHTERS... 


> = | ere | AND 
y ‘PIGS ROAM THE 
anpany nas || |S E=| 
ORCTUALLY Ill “eecence oe 
DONE It. |B : GARBAGE, RENT 
mary Ga y 
SEEN A TOWN Y 


PRICES CLIMBING 
I'VE NEVER HIGHER AND HIGHER— 
IT'S ALL BECAUSE 
OF WALLS. 


LIKE THIS. 


PEOPLE OFTEN 
LAUGH AS THEY 
CASUALLY CHAT 

ABOUT HOW NICE 
/T WOULD BE IF 
THE WALLS COULD 
BE SET ASIDE, 


me 


"a =e 
AT 


see D-DD 
YOU NOTICE 
SOMETHING? 


THERE WAS NO 


WHy'D YOu 
SUDDENLY 
SAY THAT? 


HAT THA’ 
COMPANY IS 
A VILLAIN? 


UNDERSTAND 
WHAT YOU'RE 
SAYING. 


I, EXACTLY... 
‘4 u Ge / 


THE DEBALI COMPANY 
1S A COMPANY THAT 
OPERATES MINES, 
ANP THERE WAS NO 
WAY THAT HOLO WOULD 
WANT TO LIVE INA 
TOWN RUN BY SUCH 
AN ORGANIZATION... 


I'VE DECIDED 
THEY'RE THE 
VILLAINS 


A\ 


> 
7 
ff 
J 
SAID WE WERE 
GOING TO 
LOOK INTO 
YOUR GETTING 
A SHOP AND 
WENT INTO 


—I SAW 
THIS TOWN 
TRULY 
SPARKLE. 


I THOUGHT, 
WITH THIS KIND 
OF VIBRANCY, 
THE USUAL YOU 
WOULD SEE 
NAUGHT BUT 
GOOD THINGS. / 


EVEN IF THAT 
COMPANY PRIES 
YOITSU OR 
OTHER PLACES 
OUT OF THE 


+s THERE IS 
ONE I LIVE 

WITH IN THE 
PRESENT. 


IT IS NO 
OLD STORY, 


AND IS A FOOL, 
BUT HE HAS HIS 
EYES SQUARELY 


UPON THE MORROW, = 
WHO COMES AND 
TAKES MY HAND. 


EVEN NOW, 
REMEMBERING 
MYURI'S MESSAGE | |\ 


HeaNOT 
ete BUT ibe 
HAPPY THAT I 
AM IMPORTANT 

TO YOU. 


‘ 


| My Wie 
| \ Z Ls 


) 


IT SUITS 
YOU WELL, I 
SUPPOSE. 


THE WINTER 
AIR COILED 
AROUND 
THE PLACE 
HOLO'S BODY 
HAD BEENA 
MOMENT AGO. 


WE HAD BEEN | 
TOGETHER FOR \ 
BLT A MOMENT, \\ 
BUT IT WAS SO 
COLD TO BE 
SEPARATED 
FROM HER. 


EVEN IF | ITWAS AN 
THAT COMPANY : | INCREDIEBLY 
IS FOOLISH AND | SIGNIFICANT 
THE TOWN GOES | ee TRUTH. 

INTO DECLINE, 
CAUSING YOUR 
SHOP TO 
GO OUT OF 
| BUSINESS... ¢ 


TRAVELING 
TOGETHER 
AGAIN. 


HOW ABOUT 
INSTEAD OF " 
USING THE EXCUSE \__ 
OF GATHERING 
INFORMATION FOR 
ME, YOU FIGHT 
LIKE A PROPER 
MALE? 


—YOU'RE 
\Y TELLING ME TO 


+e THEN IF IT 
I WOULD BE FAILS... 
THOUSANDS 
OF SILVER 
COINS IN DEBT 


I WOULD 
BE IN SUCH 


THINK OF 
A NAME FOR WV 
THE sHor, =) 


HOLO 
POINTED HER 
FINGER AND 
LAUGHED AT ME 
MERCILESSLY, 
AND I WAS 
99 PERCENT 
SERIOUSLY 
ANGRY. 


THAT NIGHT, 
UNTIL SHE FELL 
ASLEEP, SHE KEPT 
APOLOGIZING — ALL 
WHILE SNICKERING. 
I WOULD HAVE 
NONE OF /7- 


THAT LAST 
1 PERCENT, 

I WAS THINKING 
OF NEITHER 
ANGER NOR 


EVEN IN 
THE FUTURE, 
THIS 1S PROBABLY 
THE MOST I'LL 
EVER COUNT MY 
CHICKENS BEFORE 
THEY'VE— WELL, 
HOWEVER THE REST 
OF THAT SAYING 
1S SUPPOSED 
70 GO... 


159 


\, 
«TIS TRULY 
ALL RIGHT 
‘OR ME 
TO DECIDE 
THE SHOP’ 
NAME? 


ner cen ory 


THE MANGA VERSION OF SPICE AND WOLF HAS. 
ALREADY REACHED VOLUME 13. TRULY, THANK YOLI. 
I WILL DO MY BEST TO RE-CREATE THE DRAMA 

OF THESE TWO, WHO HAVE BEGLIN 

WALKING AS PARTNERS...! 


iN 
— a 
: a 
“ Y = 
aii Ci i / = ==» 
2 | ee pe ait ] : 
ae), We. TENTEN TOM, 
se TR META We. ORIGUCH — 


é > — 
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